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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As | write this | can’t help but note that
celebrating a 60™ Anniversary of any sort
is a major event. | am sure the 35 people
who met in February 1951 to form the
Brereton Field Naturalists’ Club all had
great hopes for the success of the club,
but | wonder if any of them would have
thought we would still be going strong 60
years later.

While the BFNC 60™ Anniversary may not
have quite the same status as my parents’
60™ Anniversary last year, it is still
something the needed to be celebrated in
fine style. Our “One Week, 60 Years of
Nature” events are just such a
celebration. By now | hope many of you
have been able to participate in and enjoy
the many field trips that have been going
on this week. Remember there are still a
couple of trips on Friday to Mayer’'s Marsh
in the morning and the Russell Hunter Trail
in Midhurst in the evening, and trips to
Matchedash Bay on Saturday and Tiny
Marsh on Sunday.

The major accomplishment of the
establishment of the Brereton Field
Naturalists’ Club Helen Emery Award at
Georgian College will help students in the
environmental program with their
educations. The very generous bequest of
$10,000 from Helen Emery and the
matching contribution from the Ontario
Government means we will be able to help
students for many years to come.

| need to thank our Corporate Sponsors
who provided funding and donations to
help make this week possible. Without
their support we would not have had the
great events we did.

Many thanks to:

T D Friends of the Environment;

Larche Communications, better known as
KICX FM106 and The DOCK FM:;

The Barrie Advance;

Georgian College;

Ontario Waste Management Association;
Bradford Greenhouses Garden Gallery;

Stewart Estin, Barristers, Solicitors and
Trademark Agents;

Silver Birch Wealth Management;

Eric Taves Law Firm;

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority;
The Bird House Nature Company;

Canadian Tire.

| may be President of the BFNC, and by
default on the 60™ Anniversary Committee,
but most of the hard work has been done
by those who volunteered to be part of the
60" Anniversary Committee. A lot of
meetings later they can almost relax. Pat
Duncan took the leadership of the
Committee into her very capable hands
and kept us going in the right direction.
Rob Cook played the major role in
securing corporate sponsorships and lan
Cook and Alex Mills put together the
outstanding field trip program. Inga
Brinckmann looked after the ticket sales
for the Gala Dinner and arranged for our
wonderful birthday cake. Al McNair made
contact with the Mayor's Office to arrange
the proclamation and flag raising events
and contacted the Town Crier. And last
but not least Phyllis Tremblay worked hard
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with Pat to make the arrangements with
Georgian College and helped with the
decorations for the dinner amongst many
other tasks. My heartfelt thanks to all
members of the Committee.

So our big week is almost over and it is
now time to look forward to the future.
With the interest in all things
environmental these days | know there is a
place for the BFNC to continue its work
with the various regulatory agencies and to
help bring our love of nature to the public
and get the next generations interested in
continuing the aim of the BFNC “ to protect
our natural heritage. Our aims are to
acquire and share knowledge of natural
history, to protect wildlife, and to stimulate
public interest in nature and its
preservation”. | challenge all members to
give some thought as to how we can reach
out to that next generation of naturalists
and share those thoughts with the BFNC.
Can we run a young naturalist program?
Can we get into the elementary and high
schools? Let's make this our mission for
the next few years. With our help now
who is to say there will not be a BFNC
100" Anniversary.

Bruce Wilson
Barrie, Ontario, Canada
Life Member NMRA

As part of the 60™ Anniversary celebrations,
the executive decided that a special
newsletter should be published that outlined
events, first sightings and former members
from the past 60 years of newsletters.
Following are some of the excerpts taken from
past history.

The first Brereton newsletter was published on
April 25, 1956. At that time the club had
received $208.71 during the year.
Membership was $1.00 for the year. A
highlight of interest was the list of spring
arrivals and when they were first viewed by
members— some examples: Horned Lark
February 25, Song Sparrow March 12, Purple
Finch March 17,Robin March 18, Red Winged

Blackbird March 18, Bluebird April 15, April 22
Loon, April 23 Lesser Yellowleg. This record
was kept only for a few newsletters.

Fran Westman was one of the founding
members. In the May 1% newsletter she writes
the following entitled “An Interesting Visitor”.
“For several days last October | had
hear the scolding notes of a wren at various
bushes about the back of the house. Each
time | thought the little winter wren must be
the author of the sounds, but | was never
successful in seeing him. At last on October
32, a glorious balmy October day, with
Holboell’'s grebes dotted all about the bay, |
actually heard a winter wren sing his lovely
burbling warble, in a late burst of song
seeming to prolong summer. Of course, after
that when | again heard the loud scolding in
the juniper bush, | was quite sure it was the
winter wren, but | wanted to see him so |
streaked around the house to come up
unseen. Imagine how surprised | was when |
saw this was a big reddish wren with a white
stripe over his eye — none other than a
Carolina. He hopped in under the verandah,
then out again and into the cedar, then past
me down the bank uttering little squeals as he
went. | was quite delighted as | knew this was
only the 3" record for a Carolina wren for
Simcoe County, and the first record for the
autumn. | felt sure that he might stay for the
winter, as Carolina wrens are not migratory.”
She continues with the story, stating that the
wren did stay all winter and fed from her
feeder, eating sunflower seed, but refusing
raisins and currants. He even came to visit her
in her bedroom, in the spring!
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Bluebirds were an early interest of the
Brereton. In March 28™ 1958 the following
report was written by Jean Gable: * Twenty-
five Bluebird houses were made by my son
Ronald last spring. They were built according
to Dr. Musselman'’s instructions and painted a
drab gray. Each was numbered and a record
kept according to the numbers. They were
distributed to suitable places in Vespra and
Innisfil and Essa townships. Reports were
received on 24 of the 25 houses. Some of the
houses were not occupied and some were
used by other species. However, one family of
bluebirds was raised in each of six houses,
and two families were raised in two other
houses. Since each brood usually has four
young, that would be about 40 Bluebirds”.

It was interesting to see that the former Chief
Librarian of Orillia Public Library, Grace
Crooks (Leigh), wrote book reviews in the
early newsletters. In January 1966, she
promotes the book by Reider Brodtkorb called
Flying Free. A Norwegian, he lobbied against
the ruthless killing of eagles in his country. A
photographer, he spent much of his life
studying the eagle and broadcasting on radio
and television to promote the bird’s protection.

The involvement of the Brereton membership
in the development of Little Lake is not a
recent event. The April 1967 newsletter
describes the early initiatives. “ Our club
reacted enthusiastically to the invitation of the
Little Lake Committee to advise it on how the
295 acres could be used to preserve nature
and to benefit the people in this district. Past
Presidents Lloyd Smith and Gordon Johns,
after exploring the proposed park lying east
and north of Little Lake on March 18, agreed
that this area had great possibilities. When
Roy Macklem who was in the party went
through the ice of Willow Creek, Gordon
Johns was alleged to have shouted, “Keep
cool, keep cool!” While keen minded Lloyd
Smith later observed that this was the first trip
from which a naturalist returned stiff — frozen
or otherwise. Mr. Macklem jokingly remarked
that thanks to the Little Lake project he had
the distinction of initiating the bathing season
for Canada’s Centennial Year!”

In the January 1968 newsletter, the report on
the Christmas bird counted of 1967 stated:

* The Sharp-shinned Hawk, Turkey Vulture
and Coot were recorded for the first time on
our winter count.”

Another first was recorded in the April 1969
issue.

“On June 22, 1968, E. M. Johnson and | found
a pair of Cerulean Warblers feeding one
young bird on Willow Creek a short distance
from its outlet into the Nottawasaga River.
Previously, 11 other singing male Ceruleans
had been counted. We watch the three birds
at close range for some minutes, after which
the female and the young bird disappeared
from view... O.E. Devitt informs me this is
breeding species No. 149 for Simcoe County,
and that J. L. Baillie of the Royal Ontario
Museum indicated the discovery marks a
northern extension of the breeding range of
the Cerulean from Toronto.”

In the April 1969 issue, it was noted that new
members to join the club included Cliff
MacFayden and Mr.and Mrs. A. lIronside of
Washago. In the same issue, Edna and Anna
West were amazed to notice an unusual bird
at their feeding tray — a Red Bellied
Woodpecker and a look at the “Birds of
Simcoe County” revealed that this was a new
bird to the area.
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PRESIDENTS OF THE BFN OVER THE
YEARS

1951 Bill Bell

1952 Fran Westman
1953 Mrs. R. S Carman
1954 Dr. Ernie Bilkey
1955 & 1956 Alex B. Cockburn
1957 Mr. A. Carmichael
1958 Mrs. S. E. Lewis
1959 Bill Bell

1960, 1961, 1962 Unknown
1963 Mr. R. G. Freeman
1964 Mr. G.M. Johns
1965 Miss Anastasia Hughes
1966 Mr. L. B. Smith
1967 Mr. L. J. Westman
1968 Mr. W. E. Catley
1969 R. H. Macklem
1970 Mr. L.D. Cooper
1971 CIiff MacFayden
1972 Cliff MacFayden
1973 Lloyd Smith

1974 W. Allen Fisher
1975 Mrs. Grace Leigh
1976 Mrs. Grace Leigh
1977 Russell Rickwood
1978 Russell Rickwood
1979 George Donnelly
1980 David Newberry
1981 David Newberry
1982 Wyman Jacques
1983 Wyman Jacques
1984 Joan Ann Clark
1985 Betty Hill

1986 Betty Hill

1987 Norm Cramp
1988 Norm Cramp

1989 Betty Hill

1990 Mabel Tuckett -
1991 John Boos

1992 John Boos

1993 Helen Emery
1994 Helen Emery
1995 Brian Gibbon

1996 Brian Gibbon

1997 lan Cook

1998 lan Cook

1999 Alex Mills

2000 Alex Mills

2001 Al McNair

2002 Al McNair

2003 Donna McQuay
2004 Jack Thompson
2005 Jack Thompson
2006 David Walsh
2007 David Walsh
2008 Lyn Pope

2009 Phyllis Tremblay
2010 Phyllis Tremblay
2011 Bruce Wilson

In 1981, Rita MacDonald, who lived at 113
Strabane Avenue, reported a Dickcissel
feeding on the ground with sparrows in
November. This was the first siting of this bird
in Simcoe County.

In 1970, “Ron Scovill reported seeing a
Ferruginous Hawk five miles west of
Creemore on April 12. The light-phased bird
was sketched at the time of the observation by
Ron and a check-out of the field marks leaves
little doubt about the identity of this dramatic
buteo.”

Grace Crooks and Monty Leigh reported the
sighting of a bobcat in Oro Township on the
Oro-Orillia town line. “silhouetted against the
white snow of the field and with the fading light
in the sky behind him, he was sitting on the
fence, ears pricked up, turning to look at us.
We saw a broad face with wide large cat-like
ears with no tufts visible... we believe it to
have been a bobcat because its body was two
and a half or three feet long, tracks a good two
inches across, fur dark with light under the
chin, no tail visible.”

Of note is the fact that in 1971 the club had 15
student members. These students took part in
a detailed inventory of the orchids in Minesing
Swamp in earlier years.

In that year in September, a hawk watch took
place in the Horseshoe Valley area. Nine
species were identified, with a total of 34
individuals. Four others were sighted but were
too far away for positive identification. The
total tally was: Turkey Vulture (3), Goshawk
(3), Sharp shinned Hawk (1), Coopers Hawk
(2),Red-tailed Hawk (13), Red shouldered
Hawk (1), Broad-winged Hawk (8), Pigeon
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Hawk (1), Sparrow Hawk (2). A quiz for
younger bird watchers — what is the current
name for the last 2 hawks?

In 1972, the following was reported: “It was
recently announce that the Nottawasaga River
Conservation Authority had purchased a
substantial number of acres of the Minesing
Swamp. Ever since the Brereton Club was
formed we have been forwarding at every
opportunity to the F.O.N. and to various
government departments, briefs about the
necessity of preserving this swamp.”

In October 1981, Anastasia Hughes undertook
to write the story of the beginning of the BFN,
as part of the 30" anniversary. Her history
follows: ‘In January 1951, a small group of
Barrie citizens attended a meeting called by
Bill Bell, to explore the possibility of forming a
naturalist club. Agreeing that there was a real
advantage and challenge in having such an
organization, committees were set up to bring
in recommendations on a constitution, name
and slate of officers. On March 2, 1951, the
committee reported back, their suggestions
were passed, and the Brereton Field
Naturalists Club of Barrie was ready to
operate. At that time, Dr. E. L. Brereton was a
dentist in Barrie, but many of us knew him
better as a keen naturalist who shared his
knowledge with those who were privileged to
know him. He had been urged many times to
start a club, but he kept saying that he might
when he retired. Unfortunately, death came

first. It was only natural, | think, that we should
wish to perpetuate his name in the club. Our
first honorary president was Major Mark
Robinson, a retired Algonquin Park Naturalist,
living in Barrie. After Major Robinson’s death,
Dr. R. E. lves of Stayner became our
Honorary President. Both of these men
contributed much to the club in its formative
years. Up to 1956, our only publication was
notices of our meetings and field trips.
However that year, Alex Cockburn was
president, and on his suggestion, we
produced a larger bulletin for our annual
meeting on April 25, 1956, called the Blue
Heron. At first just an annual, the Blue Heron
was produced three times a year. Because of
the cost, it comes out only twice a year now.
The name Blue Heron was chosen because
our field trip into the heronry in Minesing
Swamp — a very important event of the early
years. One of our greatest achievements was,
| think, out Centennial Project — the revised
edition of the Birds of Simcoe County by Ott
Devitt. Fran Westman made the suggestion,
which the club decided to take on. A
committee was set up under Fran’s
chairmanship and was soon at work under Mr.
Devitt’s directorship. To everyone's
amazement, the 1200 copies printed were
soon sold and all the money borrowed to
finance the project was repaid. The book is a
collector's item now. Most of our members in
the early days were from Barrie and
surrounding area. Gradually others joined us
and we had members from Stayner,
Collingwood, Midland and Orillia. Eventually,
Collingwood, Midland and recently Orillia
members formed their own clubs. Some from
these clubs also belonged to the Barrie group
and we hope that they will continue to do so. “

In the same issue it is noted: “One of our
members, Alex Mills, has produced a book™ A
Cottager’'s Guide to the Birds of Muskoka and
Parry Sound” which is presently on sale in
several local book stores. The book is well
researched and a mine of information on the
birds you are likely to observe in this area.”

This brings the history to the 1980’s. Watch for
an additional newsletter in the fall which will
bring the history of the BFNC to date.
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